
Special Forces: Day Forty-One 
Intermediate Training: Unit Three 
Positive Principles  
Power to Obey 
As of this date I am in Kirkush, Iraq serving as one of about twenty drill sergeants for the New 
Iraqi Army (NIA) training program. Without going into great detail, I must confess that I am 
beginning to think that nothing short of a miracle will instill a spirit of willing obedience into the 
hearts of our trainees. The trainees here with prior experience in the old Iraqi Army have even 
informed us that obedience is just not in the nature of the average young Iraqi male.  
In all honesty, there is no difference between the men here in Kirkush, Iraq and basic trainees in 
the United States (or anywhere else, for that matter). Obedience to authority is not a character 
trait inherent to human nature. By nature we seem to be all about pleasing ourselves. All that 
'self-actualization' stuff is just a flimsy cover for that innate selfishness. Obedience to anything 
outside of our 'self' is a learned trait. If you don't believe it just observe the growth of an infant 
for the first year or two!  
Well, if we have a hard time obeying those in authority whom we can see, how then can we, as 
Christians, truly live a life of obedience to God, whom we can only see with eyes of 'faith'? 

Key Verse: 
“If you love Me, keep My commandments. “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells 
with you and will be in you. John 14:15-17 (NKJV) 
The setting is the Upper Room in Jerusalem just prior to Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Jesus has told His disciples he had been hanging out 'with' them but soon would 
return to 'be in' them! That must have thrown a little sand in the old brain housing group! Later, 
during a post resurrection appearance, Jesus reminded them of something wonderful to come in 
the near future. 
And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; “for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” Acts 4:4,5, (NKJV) 
On both occasions, Jesus was speaking of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit - an 'outpouring' that 
would result in an 'indwelling'. It is that indwelling of God's Spirit that more than makes up for 
our natural rebellion against anything that would dare invade the kingdom of 'self'. The Apostle 
Paul summarized really well when he told a young church at Philippi: 
"for it is God who works in you both to will (desire) and to act according to His good 
purpose." Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 



So What? 
As a Christian in whom God has chosen to dwell by His very own Spirit, I have no excuse for 
willful disobedience to His desire and pattern for my life. There is absolutely no way I can deny 
it, rationalize it, or disguise it. Disobedience is disobedience. Sin is sin. The tendency to treat the 
matter of sin lightly is not new. Hear what Paul had to say to the early church at Rome: 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How 
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Romans 6:1-2 (NKJV) 
If, after dying and being planted in the local cemetery, God miraculously brought you back to 
life, would you jump back in the hole? Of course not! Don't have to stray to far into the logic 
zone on that one, do we?  
Our loving God has given us both power and strength sufficient to keep us from jumping back 
into the hole - His very Spirit! All we have to do is follow the desire of our new nature in Him! 


